
Welcome to Reception 
at 

Grimsargh St. Michael’s

EYFS Team:
• Miss Lemmings
• Miss Begbie
• Miss Loughran (Thursday morning when I’m out of class)

Additional support:
• Mrs Lock (2x mornings)
• Miss Walwin-Holm (3x afternoons)

If you could tick by 
your child’s name as 
you come in so I 
know who is here, 
and who I need to 
send the information 
to ☺ thank you.



Entering and exiting the building

• In the morning, doors are opened from 8:50am (no longer lining up) and the 
bell will ring at 8:55am to signify the start of the register/carpet time. So 
please arrive within these 5 minutes.

• The children enter the same way as the induction afternoons – let them come 
in the gate independently when possible. I will be there to greet them.

• At the end of the day – myself and Miss Begbie look for parents and shout the 
children’s name when we can see someone to come to get them. They leave 
through the same door independently so please look out for them. We only say 
the child’s name when we can see a grown-up for them (we have pick-up lists 
from you). Please bare with us for the first few weeks whilst we get to know 
who picks up who – lots of faces to learn! 

• For safeguarding reasons, please inform me via Seesaw if anyone different is 
picking up, or if they are going home with another parent. 

^ The gate as 
shown on the 
tour video



Things to remember each day: 

Our P.E. days are Tuesdays and Fridays.
• Full P.E. kit: Tuesday, Friday. 
• Full school uniform: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday.
• Please no earrings or jewellery!

Reading days:
• On Mondays and Thursdays we will listen to your child read 

and change their books if they are ready. Please have these in 
their bags on these days (or every day if possible) along with 
their reading diaries.

• On Thursdays we will also let your child choose a book from 
the library to take home. So please make sure library books are
in bags on Thursdays in order to get them changed. 



Reading

• We now follow Red Rose Letters and Sounds and all staff have up-to-date training 
on this new scheme.

• I will being conducting phonics assessments to see where each child is up to in 
terms of letter-sound correspondence.

• We will be learning sounds from Phase 2 as a whole class – within Red Rose 
planning that we follow and adapt, there are elements of challenge and support 
within each phonics session. Once we get to know each child and their ability, we 
will be able to support and challenge as appropriate. All children learn at different 
rates ☺

• Your child will come home with a reading book that is in-line with their phonics 
level, so all words will be fully, phonically decodable at their level. (See examples). 

• The idea of having a library book too is as a shared read, and to instil and develop 
a love of reading! They will probably not be able to read this independently! Please 
read and enjoy these books alongside them (and keep them safe and clean). 



Side note - Book donations: 

We are getting rid of the old Oxford 
Reading Tree books. 

Please take some at the end if you wish! 
Free to a good home ☺



Home 
Learning!

Talk books:
Please fill in as a when
you can so that your 
child can share any 
news in Key Person 

time! 

Mathletics: 
Activities set every 
Monday. The class 

with the most 
points each week 

gets a trophy!

Reading: 
Please read at home 
as much as possible. 
5 mins each night is 

recommended. ☺

Sound mats: 
Practise these as 

and when possible 
to help with letter-

sound 
correspondence. 



All staff have received training in Online Safety.

We make sure that children are accessing age-appropriate,
safe, games and activities on computers and iPads within
school. 

An adult is always close-by to monitor how technology is
being used and for how long – children swap regularly to 
ensure only short periods of time are spent on devices. 

Please make sure to reiterate the same messages at home 
when it comes to screen time and making sure 
activities/videos/games are appropriate for your child’s age. 
Online safety section on our school website for more 
information! 

Thank you for your understanding ☺



Behaviour
In Reception and throughout school we have very high expectations of behaviour

Stars of the week – kept track of

Individual dojo winners, team point winners

Super star certificates daily

Please don’t worry if your child is moved down the traffic light within the first few 
weeks. We are reiterating the importance of our class rules and routines and this is 
a HUGE learning process for children in Reception. I will contact you if there are 
any concerns. 



Trips/Visitors/Enrichment
So far this year (without too many spoilers!): 

• Autumn 1: trip to Little Lancashire Village in Darwen, autumn walk

• Autumn 2: People who help us visitors (Christmas production)

• Spring 1: (Hot chocolate making, blubber experiment), winter walk

• Spring 2: Walk around Grimsargh local area (planting in our outdoor garden)

• Summer 1: Minibeast visitor, butterflies in the classroom, trip to Brockholes, farm 
animal visitors, virtual farm tour

• Summer 2: (baking gingerbread)



Communication

• Seesaw

• Before and afterschool at the gates

• Teachers2Parents

• School website (info, photos)

• Call school – ask for me

• Parent’s evenings (November, March)

• Any concerns or queries - I am always here and will do my best to 
answer your questions or solve any issues where possible.

• Good communication = best outcomes ☺



Packed lunches

If you are sending your child in with a packed lunch, 
please make sure it is healthy ☺

Examples include:
• Sandwich/wrap
• Breadsticks/crackers
• Pasta/pasta salad
• Fruit (please make sure fruit is cut up – especially grapes)
• Yogurt
• Cheese
• Water for class / juice or smoothie at lunchtime
• 1x treat – biscuit/crackers/crisps (It’s all in the balance!) 



Our first term:
(all learning information by subject will be on the website each half term – subject to interests)

• Learning rules, routines, behaviour, exploring the classroom, making friends, getting used to 
sitting on the carpet, turn-taking, putting our hand up to communicate, being kind

• All about me, learning about ourselves and our bodies, what makes us all different and special
• The colour monster (feelings)
• Harvest
• Autumn/Winter (seasonal changes)
• Assessments (RBA, phonics, other)
• The Little Red Hen
• People Who Help us
• Superheroes
• Bonfire Night
• Diwali
• Christmas
• Phase 2 Phonics: single consonant sounds (alphabet) and consonant digraphs (ss, ll, ff, zz)
• Maths: Count objects, actions and sounds, matching and sorting, comparing size and amount (more and 

fewer), numbers 1-5, positional language, subitising within 3, 1:1 correspondence, counting in sequence, 
representing numerical amounts on fingers, repeating patterns 

• R.E: Thinking about who God is to us, how he helps Christians, why we are special
• Keeping our bodies safe in P.E, fundamental movement skills





Our GSM Curriculum

• As a staff team, we have worked really hard these past few months to develop 
our very own “Grimsargh St. Michael’s Curriculum”, following the National 
Curriculum (and new EYFS Framework for us!) and tailoring this to our school, 
our pupils, our catchment, and our teachers. 

• Our new bespoke curriculum is designed with our children at the heart of it, 
making sure they are receiving the best education we feel possible! ☺

• We follow an intent, implementation, and impact cycle (more information on 
the school website). We will constantly be reviewing and adapting this to make 
sure it is as efficient as possible. We have also done this to make sure each year 
is as fun, authentic, exciting and engaging as possible! And no overlap between
year groups.





Our “Golden Threads”

• Authenticity- by engaging pupils through real life, inspiring stimuli, we strive to ensure 
learning is as authentic as possible, whether this be inside or outside of the classroom.

• Vocabulary– by immersing pupils in tier 3 vocabulary across all subjects, we aim to help 
children understand what they read and to confidently speak, listen and communicate their 
opinions.

• Diversity– as a predominantly white British school we feel it is of paramount importance 
that we develop our pupils’ understanding of different faiths.

• Resilience– through providing challenge and new opportunity, we aim to develop our pupils’ 
resilience.

• Christian Values– by focusing on one value each half-term, we aim to prepare our pupils for 
life beyond school.



Our “Big Ideas”
(See each curriculum area on the website for more info)



This week

• Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September: Home visits for 10 minutes approx. to see 
your child in their natural environment and to meet their family! (Your visit 
time will be in the induction pack)

• 7th, 8th, 9th September: Children coming into school on a rota basis for the first 
couple of days, before coming in full time the week after. Here they will start 
to form relationships with their peers and teachers. They will also begin to 
develop an understanding of our school routines!

Monday 5th Tuesday 6th Wednesday 7th Thursday 8th Friday 9th

Morning
Session

Home visits Home visits Group A
9:15-11:20am

Group A
9:15-11:20am

Group A
9:15-1:10pm

Lunchtime A+B together for 
lunch

Afternoon
Session

Home visits Home visits Group B
1:15-3:25pm

Group B
1:15-3:25pm

Group B
11:30-3:25pm



If you have any 
questions, please 

feel free to ask them 
now or message me 

on Seesaw


