Year 4 Newsletter – Spring 2019 – Happy New Year! Welcome back everyone!
Numeracy
To start the term we will begin with multiplication strategies and time. We will then recap the place value of 4 digit numbers. We will then move on to mental and written subtraction, angles and shapes, mental and written multiplication, fractions and measurement. You can help your child at home by making sure they practise their times tables facts regularly and complete maths homework as independently as possible. When they have completed the homework set, please talk to them about what they have done and how they have done it. 
Literacy
This half term our literacy work is based on ‘Oliver and the Seawigs’ by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre. We will be reading the book and using it as a base for lots of different writing tasks, such as descriptive writing, newspaper reports, persuasive writing, recollections and narrative writing. After February half term, we will be writing non-chronological reports about a European country and explore a variety of poems. We will be encouraging children to spell words themselves and punctuate their work accurately. We will also be looking more closely at grammar, spelling and punctuation to ensure the children become more secure in these areas. 
Reading
Please read with your child each day, some children will be reading independently now and completing reading challenges, so please talk to them about the stories they are reading. Reading books will be changed at least once a week and please try to make sure you sign and write when and what your child has read in their homework/reading diary each time they do so. They will also get a library/class library book which can be changed when necessary. Guided reading sessions are also part of our weekly timetable; children are grouped by ability and will be taking part in group reading activities with in-depth discussions, writing activities and a range of interesting and exciting books. 
Science 

Our topic in Science this term is ‘Teeth and the Digestive System’; we will be learning about the types of teeth humans have and how to keep them healthy, and also the teeth of different animals. We will also be looking at the types of food we should eat and how our digestive system works. The following topic will be Sound. We will learn about how sounds are made and how we can hear them.
History/Geography

After half term will be starting our Geography topic ‘Passport to Europe’. We will look at Europe as a whole continent and we will also explore a region of a European country, using mapping and enquiry skills to support our learning. We will also be completing a research project about a European country. 
ICT

We will be learning about music production using the programmes Isle of Tune and Audacity. We will use these to create musical composition and understand how to sequence software. During our Internet safety sessions we will learn about THINK, PROTECT, CHECK and RESPECT.
Music

We will be continuing our woodwind lessons with Mrs Maddocks from the Lancashire Schools Music service. The lessons are on a Wednesday afternoon and children must ensure their flutes are in school for each session.  
Art/DT 
‘The Art of Food’ is the topic this term. The children will explore still life artists from the Dutch Masters through to Renoir’s study of onions or Cezanne’s apples. They will develop skills in sketching, painting and 3D model making. 
P.E.
Swimming lessons will continue this term. We go swimming every Thursday morning. Please remind your child to bring their swimming kit. If children need a snack after swimming they are welcome to bring a piece of fruit. This half term we will also have a weekly PE lesson on a Monday afternoon with a specialist coach from the PNE school sports association. 
R.E.

We will be exploring Jesus’ authority revealed through his teaching and miracles. We will then critical analyse the Easter story, highlighting times of trust and betrayal. Our non-Christian faith unit will explore the Jewish Shabbat.
Homework

Reading is still a priority as is learning all the times tables. Literacy and Maths homework will be sent home on Wednesday and expected back on Monday/Tuesday. This may include Education city, Mathletics or SPAG.com. There will also be a weekly list of spellings that will be assessed on Mondays. These spellings are written in the children’s reading diaries each week but are also on our class page on the school website. Please help your child to complete as much of the work as you can but don’t worry if they are unable to finish it – just write a note in their home school record or on the work in their folder to let me know how they are doing.

Thank you for taking the time to read Year 4’s newsletter, any problems or queries please feel free to make an appointment to come and see me on Wednesdays after school. 
Miss L. Cross 
