
                                     Grimsargh St. Michael’s C of E School 

                                      Early Years Policy 

 

‘Let your light shine’ Matthew 5 : 16 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

The school's aim is to develop the children intellectually, socially, morally, spiritually, 

physically and culturally within a caring, supportive and stimulating environment, 

based on the values of the Christian faith, taking into consideration each child's 

needs, abilities and interests. 

 

Our principle for Early Years; 

“Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives, it is 

not just a preparation for the next stage – it is vitally important in itself.” 

                                                   (Quality First – Wiltshire L.E.A) 

Throughout this document, reference to Early Years will refer to children who are in 

Reception class, working pre National Curriculum, following the Statutory Framework 

for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) April 2017 

Children are accepted into school in line with Lancashire Education Authority Policy. 

This policy reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to Early Years 

practice at Grimsargh St. Michael’s C of E School. It is in line with the Mission 

Statement of the school. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-

teaching staff can operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching and 

assessment. 

This document is available for all teaching and non-teaching staff and governors. 

Copies of this policy can be requested from the school office by any parents of 

children in this school who may wish to see it. 

Aims of Early Years 

- To provide opportunities for children to learn and develop attitudes, skills, 

knowledge, understanding and a foundation for living 

- To involve parent, teacher and child in the learning process 

- To value each individual so that his/her learning can be recognised, extended, 

enriched and evaluated 



- To provide a secure and stimulating environment 

- To enable each child to learn and discover by first hand experience and 

investigation 

- To recognise that what children can do is the starting point in their education 

- To provide an integrated learning experience 

The Early Years Foundation Statutory Framework 

Overarching principles,  Areas of Learning and Development and Characteristics of 

Effective Learning – see appendices 

 

By following the EYFS framework each child should be able to make maximum 

progress towards achieving the Early Learning Goals. Children are assessed against 

the ELG and are said to be either ; emerging/ expected or exceeding. Children 

whose achievements exceed the ELGs will be provided with opportunities which 

extend their knowledge, understanding and skills.  Children who are emerging may 

require continued support for achieving all or some of the ELGs in Year 1. 

The EYFS curriculum is delivered through play. Through play activities the child is 

encouraged to experiment, to explore, to be imaginative and creative and to plan, 

implement and reflect upon his/her experiences. Play helps the child to think, to 

increase his/her understanding and to improve language competence. 

There is potential for learning in a whole range of play activities. Many experiences 

provided will bring together several areas of learning and development. 

Adult involvement is by observation, participation, commenting or questioning as 

appropriate and will aim to extend the child’s learning and development. 

 

Staff plan using the children’s interests as well as focus activities which are adult led.  

Observations of play are used for assessment and as a basis for future planning. 

Planning 

- Is centred around the interests of the children 

- Responds to the assessed needs of the individual and groups of children 

- Meets these needs by identifying the knowledge, skills, attitudes and concepts 

we want the children to learn 

- Builds upon the child’s past experiences and relates to his/her stage of 

development 

- Reinforces previous learning and extends and develops it 

- Ensures continuity and progression for each child 

- Ensures a broad and balanced curriculum 



- Takes account of the ELGs 

Baseline Profile 

A baseline profile is built up on entry to school. It is based on information gathered 

from the children, parents, nurseries and observations. In September and June all 

pupils are assessed on the PIPS scheme. This also feeds into the baseline profile  

and is also used to inform planning and as an indicator when evaluating the yers’ 

progress and performance. 

Parents are informed of the children’s progress at Parents’ Evenings and in the 

Annual Report, when parents are provided with a written summary of the child’s 

progress against the ELG. Specific individual concerns and needs are discussed as 

and when they occur and all parties can then work together to overcome them. 

The Learning Environment 

In Early Years we have an indoor and outdoor environment which the children 

access freely. We aim to provide an environment which; 

- is happy, safe and secure to help the development of the child’s self- esteem 

and self confidence 

- stimulating, offering a range of opportunities for play and displays of children’s 

work and photographs of children at play 

- is well organised with areas and resources clearly labelled and easily 

accessible by the children 

- offers sufficient space for the children to move about freely, develop their 

independence and make choices for themselves 

- reflects and respects the backgrounds and cultures of all the children whilst 

presenting positive, non-stereotypical images of boys and girls – see Equal 

Opportunities Policy. 
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